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Letters to the Editors 





USA Minister Objects to Cousar Charge 





Fighting Straw Men 
Louisville, Ky. 


TO THE OUTLOOK: 

I was piqued to read in your Nov. 28 
issue that R. W. Cousar of Chattanooga, 
Tenn., expressed doubt that we would 
agree to the conditions that Robinson laid 
down prerequisite to union with the 
U. S. A. Church, and that if we did agree 
that he doubted if they would be followed. 
My first thought was to wonder if he knew 
any ministers in our church. I have been 
in the ministry eleven years, and I am 
now in my third synod. In that time I 
don’t believe that I know of any ministers 
but what could agree to those “safe- 
guards.” 

Brother, we are Christian up here too! 
Me thinks ye are fighting straw men. 
Could it be a smoke screen for some sel- 
fish reason? If any doesn’t believe that 
Christ is God incarnate—why remain in 
the Presbyterian ministry? Let’s get the 
beam of prejudice out of the eye before 
looking for the speck of un-Christian 
liberalism that may be in a few of the 
U. S. A. churches. 

I enjoy your paper very much and sit 
down and read it as soon as it comes. I 
particularly enjoy Thompson's Bible Study 
and Foreman’s column. 

St. Peter, Minn, VIRGIL V. SMITH. 


United Presbyterian Reason 


@EDITORS’ NOTE—Following the let- 
ter of Dr. Richards (OUTLOOK, Dec. 5) 
we have asked other members of the Fed- 
eral Council’s executive committee from 
other denominations to give the reason 
for voting as they did on this action un- 
der consideration. Dr. Guthrie is in the 
United Presbyterian Church. 


TO THE OUTLOOK: 

When I voted to file a brief of amicus 
curiae 6n behalf of Herman M. Sweatt my 
primary concern was the moral issue 
rather than the legal aspects of the case. 
The case before the Supreme Court con- 
cerned the rights of an American citizen. 
It involved what seemed to me to be dis- 
crimination, and on a level where it could 
not be ignored. When it was disclosed 
that the Federal Council of Churches 
might take an action whereby it would 
appear as “a friend of the court” respect- 
fully pointing out the moral issue in- 
volved, I wanted to support that action. I 
believe that 7 faithfully represented the 





PRESBYTERIAN HOUR 
January 1 


TOPIC: 
‘*‘Upward Look 
and 


Forward View’’ 





DR. JAMES A. JONES 
OUR RADIO PREACHER 


Write station for copies of 
these messages 


United Presbyterian church in so voting. 

The brief may not greatly influence the 
court. I believe that the testimony of this 
action on the part of the Federal Council 
will mean something to the members of 
the Negro race who are being courted by 
Roman Catholic and by Communist forces. 
Had the Protestant churches remained 
silent from whatever motive the silence 
would have been interpreted as indiffer- 
ence or as hostility. 

As to the legal aspects of the action, we 
are simply obtaining ourselves of a long 
accepted provision for speaking to the 
court. We are therefore not presumptu- 
ous. And frankly, with our Supreme 
Court constituted as it is at present and 
acting in a manner which makes it in 
effect a supreme legislative body, it is 
just as well that Christian groups avail 
themselves of a privilege which might 
normally be looked upon as superfluous, 

May I report that as this issue was de- 
bated in the meetings of the executive 
committee of the Federal Council, Dr. 
Richards and Dr. Alexander presented 
their arguments in such a fine Christian 
spirit as to warm our hearts ... Our 
admiration for these brethren and our 
appreciation of their convictions were 
deepened. Frankly, I wanted to stand 
with such men and to vote with them but 
for reasons stated I could not do so. 

JAMES M. GUTHRIE. 

Floral Park, N. Y. 


Supports Richards and Alexander 


TO THE OUTLOOK: 
The letter of Dr. Richards (OUTLOOK, 





Dec. 5) with reference to the position 
taken by himself and Dr. Alexander in 
the Federal Council on the Sweatt case 
will, I am sure, meet approval through- 
out the church. In voting against the 
action of the Federal Council they did not 
express opposition “to allowing Sweatt to 
enter the University of Texas.” They 
were protesting against the entry of the 
church into the realm of the State on an 
extremely controversial issue, The issue, 
I am convinced, is not moral. 

Were the question merely one of jus- 
tice to the Negro, of defending his right 
to education, the church should take its 
stand for just dealing, though not neces- 
sarily by intervention in the law courts. 
But this case is not so simple. Although 
a Negro was denied admission to a state 
law school for white students, he was 
offered instruction in classes with Negroes 
under the same white teachers, in the 
same courses, in the same city, and with 
practicallly equal library facilities as 
were then given to white students. Other 
Negroes accepted this instruction, but 
Sweatt refused because of segregation 
from white students. He appealed to the 
courts, but his appeal was rejected by 
Christian judges in three courts, includ- 
ing the Texas Supreme Court, on the 
ground that the education offered to him 
was substantially equal to that offered to 
white students. 


These decisions he is now appealing to 
the Supreme Court of the United States 
on the ground that a system of racially 
separate schools on any level is contrary 
to the Constitution. In other words, his 
lawyers would immediately abolish segre- 
gation in elementary as well as higher 
education. Here the Federal Council has 
rashly intervened in defense of his plead- 
ings. I rejoice that my church has not 
done so. ROBERT ADGER LAW. 

Austin, Texas. 
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Church Union Conference Forms 
Greenwich Meeting Lays Plan for Long-Range Effort 


Greenwich, Conn.—Although an un- 
identified New York woman telephoned 
the Conference on church union here to 
ask for ‘‘the exact hour that the United 
Protestant Church of America would 
come into existence,’ no one in the 
conference was prepared to. predict 
either the hour or the year. 

The conference, drawing together re- 
presentatives of eight churches as offi- 
cial delegates, was called ‘‘one of the 
most important Protestant meetings 
ever held in the United States.” In 
addition to the official delegates there 
were unofficial observers from seven 
others denominations and four interde- 
nominational agencies (OUTLOOK, Dec. 
19). 

At the close of the three-day meeting 
a Permannent Conference on Union had 
been created. This group is to be made 
up of seven representatives from each 
denomination with two from each of the 
inter-church agencies. These will con- 
stitute the executive body. Under it 
will be a group to draw up a plan of 
union, made up of two from each of the 
sponsoring churches, 

The plan also calls for the confer- 
ence to send representatives to the many 
Protestant denominations. These repre- 
sentatives will listen to what the differ- 


ent churches have to say and will carry 
their remarks back to the conference on 
union. All these reactions, plus a tenta- 
tive plan itself, will be presented at the 
next meeting to be held early in 1951. 

The conference drafted a statement 
to the churches calling for the removal 
of ‘‘barriers’” dividing Protestants into 
‘“‘various and competing groups.” It said 
that ‘‘common cause” is the most effec- 
tive means of combatting ‘‘the rapidly 
growing inroads of secularism and 
atheism.” 


MO-RANCH CAMPAIGN IS 
OVER-SUBSCRIBED 


Texas’ $750,000-campaign to pay for 
and equip Mo-Ranch, the synod’s con- 
ference center north of Kerrville, has 
gone far beyond the mark. When the 
campaign headquarters closed on De- 
cember 9 cash and pledges had already 
passed $832,000. 

More than 242 churches participated 
in the effort, with 187 reaching or over- 
subscribing their quotas. The largest 
single gift was one of $30,000. 

Franklin Flato, Corpus Christi lay- 
man, was campaign chairman, leading 
this effort to its completion. 





Secretary of State Gives Vigorous 


Endorsment to ICU in. Japan 


New York. (Special)—Secretary of 
State Dean Acheson has given his un- 
qualified approval to the International 
Christian University in Japan for which 
the Japan International Christian Uni- 
versity Foundation is now raising a fund 
of $10,000,000. Mr. Acheson made this 
statement at a recent press conference 
in Washington. He said: 


“T should like to call your attention 
to a project which is being undertaken 
by a foundation in New York under the 
leadership of Dr. Ralph E. Diffendorfer 
and Dr. John Coventry Smith to estab- 
lish an International Christian Univer- 
sity in Japan. Joseph C. Grew, former 
Under Secretary of State, is national 
chairman of a campaign to raise funds 
in this country and Canada to finance 
the undertaking. 

“T think this is an excellent project. 
A university of this character can do a 


great deal of constructive good in an 
educational way and for the develop- 
ment of democracy in Japan. General 
MacArthur has heartily endorsed the 
project, and I am informed that the Jap- 


anese themselves have already sub- 
scribed over 150,000,000 yen, 95 per 
cent of the contributors being non- 


Christians. 


“The university is to be non-sectarian 
and the emphasis is to be on maintain- 
ing the highest academic standards. 
The faculty, both Japanese and inter- 
national, is to be Christian but there is 
to be no attempt to proselytize, for free- 
dom of religion is one of the most im- 
portant of the freedoms. 

“Many prominent people in the United 
States and Canada are supporting the 
project. Such a university cannot fail 
to play an important part in Japan’s 
future and I think the project deserves 
the interest and support of all of us in 
our own interest as well as in the inter- 
est of Japan.”’ 


United Approach for 
Christian Forces is 


Mapped at Bangkok 


East Asian Churches Will Be 
Linked Closer to World Group 


N EIGHT-DAY conference of East 
Asian Churches held in Bangkok, 
Thailand, last week outlined a 

new blueprint for united Christian pro- 
gress in the Orient. 

The Bangkok conference was the first 
meeting of its kind ever held in East 
Asia. It stood committed to policies and 
programs that will affect Christian life 
and infiuence in countries overshadowed 
by the threat of Communism in the 
wake of revolutionary social changes. 

One of the most significant decisions 
of the conference, which was sponsored 
jointly by the World Council of Churches 
and the International Missionary Coun- 
cil, was to adopt plans for bringing 
Asian churches closer together and link- 
ing them with the Protestant movement 
in all parts of the world. 


Contact Through National Councils 


The conference approved the appoint- 
ment of a special representative whose 
task will be to unite the churches of 
East Asia and the various national 
Christian councils of Asia “in a living 
fellowship.”” The liaison official will 
also seek to establish relationships with 
other churches elsewhere through the 
national councils. 

The conference’s action was hailed by 
W. A. Visser ’t Hooft, general secretary 
of the World Council of Churches. He 
pointed out that up till now the East 
Asian churches have had little contact 
with each other because each body has 
maintained almost exclusive relations 
with mother churches in the United 
States or Europe. 

At the same time, Charles W. Ranson, 
general secretary of the International 
Missionary Council, predicted that the 
East Asian churches, through their re- 
lationships with the national Christian 
councils, will serve as spearheads of the 
ecumenical (world church cooperation) 
movement. 

The 98 delegates from 16 countries 
applauded a message from the World 
Council of Churches’ Central Committee 
declaring that the churches of East Asia 
“have been emerging with memorable 
rapidity from a position of dependence 
on the western churches” and calling for 
their ‘‘fullest cooperation in all the work 
of the World Council.” 











New Strategy Planned 


Overall purpose of the Bangkok con- 
ference was to plan a new strategy of 
Christian evangelism to meet the needs 
of Asia under changing social and eco- 
nomic conditions. Reports were pre- 
sented on religious and social conditions 
in Burma, China, Indonesia, India, 
Pakistan, Indo-China, Korea, North 
Borneo, the Philippines, and several 
other countries. 


Christianity, Communism Incompatible 


One of the conference’s major pro- 
nouncements was a resolution affirming 
that Christianity and Communism are 
fundamentally incompatible. The reso- 
lution declared that ‘‘a Christian must 
distinguish between a social revolution 
which seeks justice, and a totalitarian 
ideology which interprets and perverts 
ang 

It appeared to be the feeling of the 
delegates that Christians in Asia must 
seek to influence social changes in a 
constructive direction. In this connec- 
tion the viewpoint was expressed that 
Christian leaders must even try to in- 
fluence Communists. 

Thus, the conference declared in its 
resolution that the task of the churches 
in China ‘‘may be specifically to seek to 
provide a moral and religious founda- 
tion for the new sense of social freedom 
and economic justice among the peo- 
ple.” 

In a keynote address, Siu Choh Leung, 
executive secretary of the Conference, 
said: 


‘‘We must seek to win to the Christian 
faith people in Communist areas, even 
the Communists themselves. We must 
out-think, out-live and, if necessary, 
out-die the Communists.” 


To Face Social Mission 


The conference emphasized the need 
for East Asian churches to face squarely 
the social mission and opportunity 
awaiting them. It called upon religious 
bodies in that area to take the initiative 
in “bridging the gap between the 
church and organized labor in town and 
village.”’ 

As one method of achieving this ob- 
jective it was proposed that the churches 
use evangelists who will ‘identify them- 
selves in a costly way with the day-to- 
day struggles of the laborer and the 
peasant for justice.”’ 

One of the highlight topics of the 
conference was the issue of religious 
freedom. The delegates affirmed that 
“the most fundamental freedom is re- 
ligious freedom,’ and expressed hope 
that the religious liberty clause in the 
United Nations Charter of Human 
Rights ‘‘will be increasingly acknowl- 
edged as a standard of action in this 
field.”’ 

It was estimated that the area repre- 
sented by the conference contains more 
than half of the Christians in all mis- 
sion lands, and more than 85 per cent 
of Christian colleges‘and schools in such 
lands. (RNS) 
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Christian Unity Under Fire 


By WINBURN T. THOMAS 


EDITORS’ NOTE—A survey of the 
East Asian Christian Conference, held 
at Bangkok, Thailand, December 4-11, 
written by WINBURN T. THOMAS, Far 
Eastern Secretary of the World Student 
Christian Federation, now resident in 
Bangkok. An appointee of the Presby- 
terian (USA) Board of Foreign Mis- 
sions, Dr. Thomas was a missionary in 
Japan from 1933 until the war. 


O IVORY TOWER consultation 
was the Eastern Asia Christian 
Conference at Bangkok. The 

delegates and observers brought with 
them to the ‘‘Venice of Asia’”’ all the ten- 
sions and problems of the religious and 
political worlds of which they are a 
part. The conference program was de- 
signed to help them understand the 
forces and pulls of the contemporary 
world, and to plan the Christian strategy 
to meet those challenges. 


Some From Lands at War 


Many of the delegates came from 
lands at war. One of the Burmese dele- 
gates was ambushed only last week 
while en route to Mandalay, and the 
river boat preceding him sunk, drown- 
ing most of the passengers. At least 
five factions are fighting in Burma. 

From whatever direction they came, 
Siam is as great a contrast as is Switzer- 
land to visitors from Eastern Europe. 

One of the Indian delegates suggested 
that a lecture on the history and cul- 
ture of Thailand be given to orient the 
visitors concerning their host country. 
The request underlines the fact that, 
save in its opposition to the West, Asia 
is no cultural, political or religious 
unity. 

The little peoples fear the large 


countries. Deep cleavages separate 
Moslem Pakistan, Hindu India and 
Buddhist Burma. The Dutch, the 


French, the British and the Americans 
have made their own characteristic im- 
pression upon the areas they haye gov- 
erned and the peoples of Indonesia, Viet 
Nam, Malaya and the Philippines. The 
Indian money-lender and the Chinese 
merchant are disliked, feared, envied 
and patronized because of their com- 
mercial success. The Bangkok dele- 
gates came from lands of rival and ris- 
ing nationalism, where Christians are in 
some instances accused of disloyalty to 
their country because of their adherence 
to a “‘foreign”’ religion. 

It is against this background of dis- 
unity, as well as the distinctively Asian 
features which the Oriental believer 
brings into the Christian community 
that P. D. Devanandan, YMCA Secretary 
at New Delhi, India, spoke in his ad- 
dress on “‘The Christian Message in Re- 
lation to the Cultural Heritage of East- 
ern Asia.”’ 

The conference program stressed 
evangelism as the task of the church. 


Lesslie Newbigin, Bishop of the United 
Church in South India, opened the sub- 
ject in an address ‘“‘The Evangelization 
of Eastern Asia.’’ Yet his presentation 
was against the presentation of a coun- 
try-by-country survey of the situations 
which the several national churches 
sonfront. Not only war, civil strife and 
the consequences of the last war condi- 
tion the program of the churches but 
revolution as well. The grownd surge 
of independence feeling in Korea and 
the Philippines, the revolt of the peoples 
against imperialism and exploitation by 
landlords, the popular demand for in- 
dustrialization and the higher standard 
of living which modern technology af- 
fords, are some of the factors with 
which the churches must deal. 


“Battle of Bangkok” 


The broken character of Christ’s 
body, the church, was highlighted by the 
highly publicized appearance of repre- 
sentatives from the anti ecumenical 
International Council of Christian 
Churches. In editorials, cartoons and 
press relcases, this group rallied to their 
self-styled ‘‘Battle of Bangkok.” Their 
statements and presence, symbolizing 
some of the un-Christian aspects of 
church life, served to confuse public 
officials and even some of the immature 
Christians, in an area where ecumenism 
was born of necessity. The cause of 
Christ was offended by their unfounded 
charges, their sowing of discontent, 
their introduction of disunity into a na- 
tional situation where the Church of 
Thailand includes Baptists, Disciples 
and Presbyierians, where the Christian 
and Missionary Alliance and the Pres- 
byterian Board of Foreign 
work together in comity. 

S. C. Leung, executive secretary of 
the conference, in replying to the 
charges that the IMC and WCC were 
Communist, referred to the fact that the 
agencies so condemned were represented 
in the host country by the same church 
and mission groups which have operated 
in Thailand for 121 years. The high 
standing of Protestantism, at least in 
gcvernmental circles, was illustrated by 
the fact that the conference was opened 
by the Regent, H. R. H. Prince Rangsit 
of Chainad, the King being absent in 
Switzerland. 

Although it had _ originally been 
planned to keep the conference sessions 
closed, the officers of the sponsoring 
agencies decided to admit guests to most 
of the meetings. Only at business ses- 
sions, and two brief periods when Com- 
munism and religious liberty were un- 
der discussion, was the press excluded. 
Frequent press conference facilities 
were provided for reporters and foreign 
correspondents. 


Missions 
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THE OUTLOOK PULPIT 





What's in a Name? 


“Thou shalt call his name Jesus.”— 
Matthew 1:21. 


NAME IS a very important part 

of a person’s equipment for life. 

By it we are known to our friends, 
through it we sound abroad our accom- 
plishments, with its magic we are en- 
abled to express our personalities. Most 
names are singular in that they do not 
belong to many other people. To each 
there is the peculiarity which attends 
the person who bears it. In the tragedy 
Julius Caesar, one of the characters, 
says: 


‘“‘Why should his name be sounded more 
than yours? 
Write them together; yours is as fair 
a name; 
Sound them, it doth become the mouth 
as well; 
Weigh them, it is as heavy.” 


But in spite of these admitted truths 
there is something about the name of a 
man that sets him apart, that is his own 
property, where none may trespass. Call 
the name of Nero and flames begin to 
crackle in the mind as old Rome burns 
again in imagination. Call the name 
of St. Francis and a barefoot mendicant 
walks slowly through the corridors of 
the mind. Call the name of Edison 
and upon the mental screen is flashed 
a laboratory with intricate equipment 
holding the entire attention of a white 
haired old man. Names are associated 
with people and they have tremendous 
significance. We guard them carefully 
in order that the association of our 
name in the mind of another may be of 
an uplifting nature. We are proud of 
our names, even when they go to absurd 
length, due to some misplaced parental 
humor. 

Frequently we find it difficult to 
choose a name for the new baby. The 
new ones are meaningness and the old 
ones are shopworn. Friends and rela- 
tives help us, and we bring our best 
thought to bear upon the problem. With 
Jesus there was no such problem, for 
before his birth an angel messenger 
had said, “Thou shall call his name 
Jesus.” So they did and for two thou- 
sand years that name has had profound 
effect among the sons of men. 


He Bore It Well 

The name Jesus is one of eternity be- 
cause it was well borne in time. Jesus 
was clothed with human flesh and was 
heir to all of the difficulties through 
which we pass, as well as participating 
in the joys that we know. From the time 
of his birth in a stable through his 
death on a criminal’s cross this man 
knew every temptation that can come 
to a human being, he knew what it was 
to be cold, and hungry, and penniless, 
he felt the cruel whiplash of ridicule 
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and mockery, he was despised and re- 
jected of men, until at last the might 
of the world crushed him beneath its 
material power. But through it all he 
bore the name of Jesus with such 
grandeur, he met every difficulty with 
such understanding, he endured every 
temptation with such noble resistance, 
that the centuries unite in proclaiming 
him the finest example of living that 
men have known. Jesus is known today 
for goodness because he was goodness 
when he was here. 

So many of us “miss the bus’’ be- 
cause we do not maintain a high stand- 
ard of living. Plutarch tells how 
Socrates called the youthful Alcibiades 
to virtue with words that ‘‘so overcame 
Alcibiades as to draw tears from his 
eyes and disturb his very soul. Yet 
sometimes, the historian adds, he would 
abandon himself to flatterers when they 
proposed to him varieties of pleasures, 
and would desert Socrates, who would 
then pursue him as if he had been a 
fugitive slave.””’ How full of truth we 
know such a statement to be! So often 
have we allowed the pull of various 
things to exercise a power over us that 
has distracted us from the path we in- 
tended to follow. Like the young man 
in the story that Jesus told, we have 
promised to go, but when the time came 
to get down to actual work in the vine- 
yard we have been conspicuous by our 
absence. 


High Resolve Is Not Enough 


We sometimes have been led astray 
in the building of a proper name for 
ourselves by thinking that the accept- 
ance of a high resolve is sufficient. The 
poet Blake sings, 


“Bring me my bow of burning gold! 
Bring me arrows of desire! 
Bring me my spear! O clouds unfold! 
Bring me my chariot of fire!’’ 


Such is a fine lyrical expression of 


something that stirs us all at times. 
But the cold and unrelenting truth is 
that it will serve us in small stead to 
have the golden bow and be firmly 
seated in the chariot of fire so long as 
the arrows remain in the quiver and 
the spear is sheathed and the chariot 
stands still. Purpose must have long- 
range fulfillment, and there must be the 
steadiness of desire that does not allow 
the misfortunes of the moment to 
change the set of one’s sail. Jesus’ 
name is significant in eternity because 
it was meaningful in time. 


His Is a Name of Love 


Further, the name of Jesus is one of 
power because it was a name of love. 
He did not build a great army when 
he was here. He did not write a great 
book. He did not do any of the things 
that men count as great. He walked 
through the countryside of old Palestine 
and chose a dozen fellows to be with 
him that he might teach them the 
deepest truths that he understood. 
Dusty, tired, and hot, he would often 
stop by the side of the road to speak 
to some poor beggar, and grant him the 
boon of heaven in a healing act that 
changed the life of the poor unfortu- 
nate. He stood upon the porch of Solo- 
mon and offered men a way of life that 
challenged the best within them. He 
strode majestically through the halls of 
Roman justice and defied every vested 
interest that disputed his right to de- 
lineate holiness of life. He was unafraid 
before the might of Roman authority, 
and did not quail before the highest 
courts of his people. But they crucified 
him, because evil cannot associate with 
goodness, and evil sometimes is ma- 
terially stronger. 

When his life was gone and he lay 
unresponding in the grave, his friends 
thought how great a person he was in 
his quiet and unassuming way. Then 
came Easter and they had their eyes 
opened to a greatness of which they had 
not even dreamed, and they were well 
assured that all of the talk concerning 





School of Religion. 
Great Living.”’ 
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himself was not the idle chatter of an 
itinerant preacher, but the very stuff 
of truth itself. 

Some weeks later two of his followers 
were going up to the temple to pray, 
and there by the entrance lay a man 
who had been a cripple for a long, long 
time. Peter, always the daring one, 
was ready to test by actual practice that 
which he had some time since bcen 
convinced io be the truth. Fastening 
his eyes upon this crippled wreck of 2 
human being, Peter said, ‘Silver and 
gold have I none, but such as I have give 
I thee. In the name of Jesus of Nazareth 
rise and walk.” And lo! the formula 
worked and the man immediately leaped 
about, praising God. And all the people 
were amazed. 

And so are we! Love does not seem 
to possess such power, but the ability 
of the cripple to walk came only “‘in the 
name of Jesus of Nazareth.’’ Since his 
whole life was love there is but one 
explanation: love is a force with which 
we have not sufficiently reckoned in our 
computation of values. Jesus’ name is 
one of power because it was a name of 
love. 


Symbol of Triumph 


Yet again, the name of Jesus is one 
of triumph because it was a name of 
defeat. From the ashes of a dead hope 
the disciples saw something arise that 
was more daring than they could have 
imagined. They had loved this Nazarene, 
in their own way, and they had been 
persuaded of the truth of his teaching, 
even though it was to them strange be- 
yond words. They had resolved that 
they would follow him through the fires 
of hell, if necessary, but they had not 
prepared themselves for the kind of hell 
through which they would have to pass. 
They did not know or understand what 


he was talking about when he told them 
that he could rebuild a destroyed tem- 
ple in three days. Death to them was a 
finality and the end of their world came 
on a bleak Friday afternoon when they 
saw Jesus breathe his last upon a 
splintery Roman cross. They could see 
no hope for the future. 

But the name of Jesus has become the 
symbol of triumph because of this de- 
feat through which he passed. He died 
upon that cross to seal the redemption 
of mankind, and because he knew that 
God would never leave him or forsake 
him, no matter how lowering the clouds 
might gather around him. Therein he 
has challenged us to follow him in simi- 
lar pathways, unafraid of defeat for 
the moment, so long as we know the 
secret of turning it into victory. That 
such an attitude is possible is the only 
thing that has kept some of us going 
in these troublous times. 

It is comparatively easy to follow the 
Christ in sunlit days, but when the world 
is upset, and darkness comes creeping 
out of the nowhere to envelop us, we are 
frightened and bewildered and doubt- 
ful. Many things that formerly we en- 
joyed are gone forever from our lives, 
and our path is strewn with stones of 
hardship. Much is demanded of us and 
little is promised. But that does not 
mean that we have been defeated. An 
art gallery may be destroyed, but the 
love of the beautiful remains in the 
hearts of men. The basic realities of 
life are emphasized by destruction 
rather than swept before it. In times 
of defeat men come to understand the 
reality of certain things that long years 
of careless, pleasureful living would fail 
to produce. 

So we come to an important question, 
Are you ready for the triumph that can 
come? Jesus was prepared for the resur- 
rection victory because he knew that 





Agnes Scott 
College 


Decatur, Georgia 
The College has buildings, grounds 
and equipment valued at more than 
$3,000,000, and endowment of an equal 
amount. The 
$500,000 is used to aid worthy young 
Awards of aid are given to 


income on more than 


women, 
those qualified girls who apply early. 


For literature or information, address 


President J. R. McCain 


Davis and Elkins College 
vis and Elkins Coleg 
Elkins, West Virginia 

A four-year coliege for men and 
women. 

Member of and accredited by North 
Central Association of Colleges and 
Secondary Schools. 

Emphasizes Christian Character 
and thorough scholarship. 

Personal interest in the individua! 
student. 

Beautiful campus; bracing cli- 
mate; modern buildings; excellent 
equipment. 

A splendidly trained faculty of 
Christian men and women. 

A good place for an investment.. 


R, B. PURDUM, President 

















A fully accredited 4 year college. 
Liberal Arts. Sciences. Business. 
Competitive (2) Academic 


Summer Session. 





KING COLLEGE 


Coeducational. 
Education. 
(3) Grant in Aid 
Applications for competitive scholarships must be made by February 1, 1950. 


For information and catalog write: 
R. T. L. LISTON, Pres., Box P, Bristol, Tennessee, 


Presbyterian, Founded 1867. 
Four types of Scholarships: (1) 
(4) Remunerative Work. 











God’s plans cannot be upset by all the 
evil calculations of men. Defeat was 
agonizing to him for the moment, but 
he did not lose his faith in that which 
was going to be born, and consequently 
his name has become synonymous with 
triumph. 


Ready for the Day 


In that grand novel, How Green Was 
My Valley, little Huw had been injured 
in the storm and the doctor said he 
would never walk again. But Mr. Gruf- 
fuyd, the local clergyman, said that he 
would. ‘Some spring when the daffo- 
dils are out again you will walk,” he 
said. 

But the family did not believe it— 
they knew how badly little Huw had 
been injured, and they did not believe 
he could ever recover from the acci- 
dent. They loved him and cared for 
him tenderly, but they expected no 
triumph. The defeat had been too great. 
Then came the spring, and the daffodils 
dotted the countryside like yellow 
fingers pressed close against the cheek 
of the earth. The pastor came to the 
house, and going into the little boy’s 
room, he said, ‘‘I’ve come for you, Huw, 
the daffodils are out now.” “No, Mr. 
Gruffuyd,’’ said the mother, turning 
away as if to hide her thoughts, which 
evidently were, ‘‘Why torture the boy? 
You know he will never walk again.” 
But Mr. Gruffuyd went on relentlessly, 
“Where are your clothes, Huw?” 
“Under my pillow, sir.’’ “Under your 
pillow?” said his mother in astonish- 
ment. ‘‘Yes,’’ said the boy, ‘‘for three 
months I’ve kept them there ready for 
today.”’ 

Need I remind you that little Huw 
did walk again? He was ready for his 
moment of triumph when it came, and 
he had never stopped believing that it 
would come. 

What’s in a name? The answer to 
that question depends upon the person. 
“Thou shalt call his name Jesus,” said 
the angel, and because of the way Jesus 
lived, the name is woven forever into 
the fabric of all human history. 


Allen W. Clapp Dies in Atlanta 


Allen W. Clapp, 52, prominent Pres- 
byterian layman and attorney of At- 
lanta, died of a cerebral hemorrhage in 


an Atlanta hospital Dec. 13. For some 
years Mr. Clapp was the counsel and 
a member of the Assembly’s Home Mis- 
sions Committee and at his death he 
was on the Assembly’s Radio Commit- 
tee. In 1947 tribute had been padi him 
in these columns as one of the ‘‘Notable 
Presbyterians.”’ 





\ 





ia FOLD CHAIRS 
‘i ie in or Wood 


FOLDING BANQUET TABLES 
> 


weasel WRITE FOR CATALOGUE 
| \ AND LOW DIRECT PRICES 


—\ J.P REDINGTON<&CO. 
DEPT. 71 SCRANTON 2,PA. 





THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK 











or i OO 1 me oO YY 1 


' 




















Goon 


Even as the Star of Bethlehem shone out that night 
proclaiming to the world a Savior’s birth, so today 
His teachings of Peace on Earth, Good Will Toward 
Men stand as a shining beacon to lead man in peace 


with man. 


More than nineteen centuries after His birth—this 
Christmas of 1949, let us remember his teachings— 
and offer fervent prayer that the peoples of the world 


will re-dedicate themselves to the principles of peace. 
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EDITORIAL 


Some Progress, More to Be Made 





Now, in this final issue of the year, it 
may be well to look back to last Janu- 
ary to the list of special objectives, in 
addition to our regularly approved de- 
nominational program, which we 
pledged ourselves to support. Let us 
see, briefly, the status of each: 

1. Generous support of the proposed 
Christian university in Japan. No oppor- 
tunity has yet been given for this sup- 
port but the university has made not- 
able headway this year and the cam- 
paign will begin next spring. While 
our Official agents in this matter have 
not yet approved the project, many of 
our leading people are backing the ven- 
ture with enthusiastic support. Our 
church is the only one of the major de- 
nominations which is not officially re- 
presented in the planning. (Story, page 
3.) 

2. Intelligent and adequate provision 
for the physical and operational needs 
of Montreat. Because of generous gifts 
by individuals and through churches and 
because of strong Assembly support, 
this center of the church’s life finds its 
position considerably strengthened. 
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3. Full Presbyterian, US, affiliation 
with the now-forming National Council 
of Churches of Christ in the U. S. A. 
This was voted without opposition by 
the 1949 Assembly. 

4. Thoroughgoing consideration of the 
report on the re-organization of the As- 
sembly’s work, with the necessary ac- 
tion to avoid overlapping and competi- 
tion, to affect the most practical work- 
ing relationships, and to unify the total 
resources of the church. Probably no 
action so far-reaching in its implications 
has ever been adopted more whole- 
heartedly than was this Reorganization 
program at the last Assembly. In no 
essential was the proposed plan altered. 
We are now operating under it. (See 
adjoining column for weekly explana- 
tion.) 

5. An effort by some presbyteries, 
singly or in cooperation, to provide help- 
ful pschological and emotional tests for 
ministerial candidates. So far as we 
have heard, no presbytery has yet 
worked this important matter out, but 
many see the need and some are study- 
ing it. 

6. As a next step in better race re- 
lations, treatment of Negro ministers 
and elders as Christian brethren in all 
church courts which they attend. Some 
improvements here and there, but much 
yet is required. 

7. A greater unity with other Chris- 
tian bodies in the foreign missions ad- 
vance around the world. More and more 
cooperation is to be noted but several 
significant efforts yet challenge us in 
various parts of the world and perhaps 
our church could do more toward help- 
ing to effect a total strategy. 

8. Definite steps toward mutual un- 
derstanding and fuller cooperation of 
Presbyterians, US and USA, on all 
levels. The °49 Assembly gave the 
greatest vote in its history to a rounded 
program of acquaintance and coopera- 
tion. 

9. Establishment of Christian “cells” 
in more and more churches for the 
deepening of personal religious experi- 
ence and for a greater unity of prayer 
and effective action. In many congre- 
gations it is reported that such cells are 
being formed. 


@Now, as we begin to think of 1950, 
what _ out-of-the-ordinary emphases 
would you recommend for our editorial 
support? 


All-Out Participation 


Now these Texas Presbyterians have 
done it again. 

A few years ago they rushed well past 
their million-dollar objective for their 
educational institutions. Now, in pro- 
viding the funds to pay for and equip 
one of the most favorably situated con- 
ference centers in the nation, they get 
nearly $100,000 over the mark. 

Note also the high participation: 242 
churches, with 187 reaching their quota 
or more, 

This ability to concentrate on a big 


objective, with all parties concerned giv- 
ing full cooperation, is one reason this 
synod is moving ahead to such solid 
achievements. 


The Reorganization 





21. EDUCATION, continued 
Men’s Work 


One of the four divisions of the Board 
of Education in Richmond, Va., is that 
of Men’s Work. S§. J. Patterson, Jr., 
who is also director of Adult Work, is 
secretary of this division. Cameron D. 
Deans, also in the Adult Department, 
is associate in the same division, with 
special responsibility for church officer 
training, editing Presbyterian Men, and 
other duties. 

Most recent triumph of this division 
was the great convention in Atlanta. 


Publication 


Fourth division is that of Publication, 
with Clinton Harris as general manager. 
This division carries on the ‘“‘business’’ 
of the Board—its publishing work, the 
production of literature, the selling of 
books and church equipment in retail 
stores and by mail order. It has six 
departments: 

1. Publishing and Sales: J. A. Bur- 
nett, Jr., director. 

2. Church Relations: Bessie Conway 
Lewis, director. 

3. Periodical: Mrs. Pearl Hubbard, 
supervisor. 

4. Special Services: Maxine Stout, 
supervisor. 


5. Audio-Visual Aids: Ronald B. 
Touchton, supervisor. 
6. Advertising and Promotion: 


BP nr ee eee , director. 

Under this division comes the South- 
western branch of the Board, the Dallas, 
Texas, bookstore, of which O. G. Henry 
is director. 

The treasurer’s office is set up as a 
separate department, with John S. 
Grant, treasurer; T. Marshall Gordon, 
comptroller. 

Recently this Board celebrated 88 
years of service to the church. Its en- 
tire building has been modernized and 
a new and efficient bookstore has been 
opened on the ground floor. In addi- 
tion, it has completed a building for its 
printers within the past year and con- 
versations are now under way with other 
agencies of the church looking 
toward a Presbyterian building and 
bookstore in Atlanta. 


Except for the addition of the Division 
of Higher Education and the transfer 
of Sunday School Extension and Defense 
Service Council to the Board of Church 
Extension, the Board of Education was 
relatively unaffected by the 1949 re- 
organization of the General Assembly. 
What did affect it vitally and will con- 
tinue to shape and reshape its policies 
and program is the major Re-Study of 
Religious Education which was com- 
pleted in 1948. 

NEXT WEEK—World Missions. 
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NOBLE IMPULSE WINS FIRST START 
UNDER NEW OWNER 


By KENNETH J. FOREMAN 





*¥ can do anything through him who 
gives me strength.”’—Philippians 4:13, 
Goodspeed. 


OOD NEWS! Through the alert 
scouting of Chaplain Duncan Nay- 
lor, Noble Impulse has been heard 

from again. He made headlines in the 
Washington Post with a performance at 
Pimlico. The constant reader will re- 
call Noble Impulse’s previous break into 
the headlines: “NOBLE IMPULSE 
RUNS THIRD” (OUTLOOK, June 13). 
The headline refers to a horse, but this 
horse sired a parable. Does not Noble 
Impulse always run third? Who would 
expect anything better? He makes a 
good start, but he tires in the stretch 

. so ran the parable—and the fact. 

At New Year’s time the poor record 
of Noble Impulse is rather discouraging. 
This is the traditional time for making 
good resolutions. But where are the 
resolutions of yesteryear? We remem- 
ber how our poor little impulse came 
in covered with the dust of defeat, and 
we do not enter him in this year’s race. 
We shall devote New Year’s Day to 
swearing off swearing off. Our one 
Noble Impulse is that there shall be 
no more noble impulses. 

Ah, my cynical friend, you are over- 
looking a bet. You are thinking just 
what the crowd at Pimlico thought, for 
they paid no attention to Noble Im- 
pulse. He was overlooked in the bet- 
ting, it says here in the paper. He 
was a “‘long shot,” that is to say, only 
very reckless people with two dollars 
to waste bothered to put any money on 
him. (Or was it very shrewd people?) 
And then he romped home three lengths 
in front of the favorite, paying $19.60 
(a throw) to his few supporters. 


E ARE NOT advocating betting, 
W as a habit or otherwise. But 
whatever may be Noble Im- 
pulse’s company, he makes a New Year’s 
parable. What in the world has hap- 
pened to the colt? He is son of Bull- 
dog, to be sure, but that does not ex- 
plain it. He was son of Bulldog when 
he came in third in the Preakness. But 
now he is first. Noble Impulse has to 
be the son of Bulldog if he amounts to 
anything, but that alone will not make 
a winner out of him. The difference 
seems to come from this: he has a new 
owner. 
Noble Impulse has won before, under 
a new owner, after losing for the old 
one. Long, long ago there was a man 
named Methuselah, whose sole claim to 
fame is that he spent longer between the 
cradle and the grave than any other 
man. Surely in 969 years Methuselah 
must have had some noble impulses? 
Yet we never read of him, as we do 
read of his more dogged grandson, that 
he was a “just man and perfect.” It 
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took the new owner, Noah, to bring 
Noble Impulse to the finish line. Then 
there was Terah, who set out to go to 
the land of Canaan—and “came to 
Haran and dwelt there.’””’ Noble Im- 
pulse quit in the middle of the race. 
Under Abraham it was different. Like 
his father, he set out toward the land of 
Canaan, but unlike his father, to the 
land of Canaan he came. 

Sometimes it may not be the old 
owner’s fault. There was Moses, who 
also set out for the Promised Land. 
But somehow Noble Impulse got nosed 
out by Pride and Anger (by Old Age 
out of Weariness, perhaps?). It was 
only when Joshua took over that what 
Moses began came to a triumphant 
finish. There was the impulse to build 
a Temple, started by David but carried 
through only by Solomon. Indeed, what 
was the story of the Jewish people but 
the story of a noble impulse that seldom 
reached its goal? The divinely sug- 
gested purpose of becoming a blessing 
to the world, bogged down finally among 
the Pharisees who spent their time keep- 
ing separate from a world they de- 
spised. Yet the same purpose has gone 
much farther with the New Israel, the 


Christian church. One defeat is never 


the last of Noble Impulse. Let another 
owner have him and read a different 
story. 


HIS TRUTH reaches down to a 
T deeper and more personal level, 
and at New Year’s time we must 
face it. What is the trouble with so 
many of our own impulses, good and 
noble, but getting nowhere? Why is it 
we ourselves so often fail where we 
most wish to succeed? The truth is, our 
impulses were owned only by ourselves. 
Not that they were bad, or headed in 
a wrong direction. It was simply that 
only we ourselves stood back of them. 
Who owns your noblest impulses, 
you or the Lord Christ? He should own 
them, in two senses. First of all, they 
should be such as he can acknowledge. 
But they should also be under his direc- 
tion. If all I hope to do, in this year 
of grace, is just what I can do, then 
my success will be limited strictly by 
my own powers. But if what I hope to 
do and to be is what Christ can do in 
me and through me, then my success 
will be limited by his power, not by 
mine. This will not mean that we shall 
straightway accomplish the impossible. 
Under our own direction, our aims and 
ambitions are likely to be sired by the 
pride that goes before destruction. 
Under the Master’s direction, our aims 
will be more humble, but they will have 
more staying power. So before sitting 
down to write any New Year’s resolu- 
tions, let me ask myself: Who really 
owns my noble impulse, after all? 




















In the true Christmas 


spirit we wish you 
every happiness this 


glad Holiday Season. 


Virginia Trust Company 
S21 Mein trent ( cttohmond Vigna 


Member Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation 











After Christmas 


HANK YOU, Daddy!” 
The pastor was giving the finish- 
ing touches to his Sunday-after- 
Christmas sermon. Turning, he saw 
before him his adopted three-year-old 
son. The child’s face was aglow with 
delight as he held up a brightly painted 
Noah’s Ark—Daddy’s Christmas gift to 
him. After the boy had left the room, 
the minister sat quietly thinking; then 
he put aside his carefully prepared dis- 
course and launched into a heart-stirring 
message—an earnest song of thanks- 

giving. 

It is well worthwhile for us to ac- 
custom our children to feel and to ex- 


press the enjoyment of appreciation. 
While they are very young we can make 
thank-you calls with them—brief calls, 
of course—and we can also allow them 
to use the telephone for this purpose. 
We can prepare thank-you notes for 
them at their dictation, but, as soon 
as they are able, they should write the 
notes themselves. We must be sure, 
each time, that the experience is a 
pleasurable one. “This afternoon you 
may write a letter to Aunt Mary” will 
be a thrilling promise to the young child. 
These first letters need not contain more 
than one, two or three lines. 

All children need a good understand- 
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ing with regard to thank-you letters. If 
they have this, and if they form the 
habit of expressing appreciation with 
true sincerity, it will become an accepted 
part of their lives. 

“It is going to rain, Joe; come over 
to my house and we will play in the 
shed,”’ said his Cousin Albert. 

“No, I’m going to write my thank-you 
letter to Grandmother.”’ 

“Oh, I always let Mother thank her 
for things she sends me.” 

“That isn’t fair.” 

‘Mother doesn’t mind; 
every week.’’ 

“I don’t mean that. It wouldn’t be 
fair to Grandmother. She took time to 
find the kind of sweater I wanted. She’ll 
expect to hear from me whether it’s all 
right. I’ll like to tell her, too.” 

When gifts are quite numerous 
“round robin” letters—which can be 
made really delightful—will solve the 
time problem. 

Occasionally, children, like adults, re- 
ceive from relatives or friends things for 
which they are sure they have no use. 
Very early they should be taught the 
right attitude for receiving such gifts. 
We should make it plain that anything 
which is sent to us should be attributed 
to intended kindness; boys and girls will 
easily understand that any intended 
kindness always merits a gracious re- 
sponse. 

‘Mother, Mabel hasn’t sent me any- 
thing. You know what a lovely book I 
gave her.” 

“Yes, you enjoyed choosing it for her, 
wrapping it, and sending it off, didn’t 
you?” 

“Very much. 
would like.” 

“Perhaps that will partly make up to 
her for the fun she missed by not send- 
ing anything to you. But, Daughter, 
she may have wanted to send you some- 
thing very special and not have been 
able to do so. In any case, for us to 
give, expecting a gift in return, would 
be selling not giving—wouldn’t it?” 

A thought of criticism may also be 
caused by apparent lack of appreciation 
on the part of some recipient of a child’s 
gift. The ‘better than you” spirit 
should be carefully guarded against. We 
can say, ‘None of us do all the things we 
should. A few opportunities for cour- 
tesy are pretty apt to slip by unnoticed 
by most of us, and not everyone has 
learned that the habit of enjoying the 
kind thought of the giver and thanking 
him adds a great deal of pleasure to the 
gift. But it does, doesn’t it?’”’—Issued 


by the National Kindergarten Associ- 
ation. 


she writes 


I found one I knew she 
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Do You Know About 
Annuity Gifts? 
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in approved securities to secure the guaranteed 
annual income specified in your Annuity Gift 
contract. 


You thus have a definite part in the support of 
Foreign Missions, PLUS a guaranteed annual in- 
come for the rest of your life. A second beneficiary 
of the annuity may also be named if you so desire. 
The annual income is liberal, varying with the age 


or ages of the annuitants and the type of contract 
written. 


We will be glad to send full information about these 
Annuity Gifts on request. Address 


CURRY B. HEARN, Treasurer 


BOARD OF WORLD MISSIONS 
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN THE U. S. 


P. O. Box 330 Nashville, Tennessee 











MINISTERIAL 
MENTION 


CHANGES 

Harmon B. Ramsey, Bluefield, W. Va., 
has accepted a call to the First church, 
Athens Ga., effective Jan. 1. 

James R. Kennedy, Norfolk, Va., has 
accepted a call to the Farmville, Va., 
church. 

Robert B. Siedentopf, Potosi, Mo., has 
accepted a call to the Burgett Memorial 
church, Bay Minette, Ala., effective Dec. 
31. 

F. C. Debele, Jr., from Savannah 
Beach, Ga., to 1240 Pinecrest Ave., 
Charlotte 5, N. C. 

Bob S. Hodges, Jr., from Rogersville, 
Tenn., to 1214 Cumberland Rd., NE, 
Atlanta, Ga. 

Joe M. Brown, Port Arthur, Texas, 
recently called to an Atlanta church, 
has declined the call. 








DEATH - 

John C. Hanley, 79, died at his home 
in New Castle, Pa., Nov. 28. Dr. Han- 
ley was president of the Sayre School, 
Lexington, Ky., from 1925 until his re- 
tirement in 1942. Ordained as a minis- 
ter of the United Presbyterian church, 
he served in that denomination from 
1900 until he entered the US church in 
1919 while on the faculty of Lees Col- 
legiate Institute, Jackson, Ky. 
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BIBLE STUDY 





The Continuing Band of Disciples 


By ERNEST TRICE THOMPSON 
SUNDAY SCHOOL LESSON FOR JANUARY 1 


Acts 1:1-11 


Our lessons for the next quarter are 
to be taken from Acts, a book written 
by Luke, Paul’s personal physician and 
friend, to describe the spread of Chris- 
tianity through the Roman Empire after 
the death and resurrection of Jesus. 

The book is dedicated to Theophilus 
(meaning ‘‘Lover of God’’), evidently a 
Gentile (as was Luke himself), and pre- 
sumably a convert to the Christian faith. 
The title ‘“‘your excellency” (Luke 1:3) 
indicates that he was an official in the 
Roman government. Perhaps he helped 
to defray the expenses connected with 
the publication of the book. In any 
case it was not written to him as an 
individual, but to the Christian com- 
munity as a whole, or it may be, as 
Gore thinks, to the educated pagan 
world. 

In 1:1-14 we have Luke’s introduc- 
tion or preface to the book. He em- 
phasizes here a number of things which 
he wants us to bear in mind as we read 
the great story he is about to unfold. 


1. Jesus’ Earthly Life 


“In the first book, O Theophilus, I 
have dealt with all that Jesus began 
to do and teach until the day when he 
was taken up... .” 

At the very outset Luke reminds us 
that the Acts is a continued story, and 
that we shall not be able to understand 
the events which he is about to describe 
unless we bear in mind the things which 
he has told us previously in the Gospel 
which bears his name, the things which 
Jesus began to do and teach, the words 
that he spoke, the deeds that he 
wrought. 

The Gospel describes the things that 
Jesus began both to do and to teach. 
There is a clear intimation here that 
Acts tells us about the things that Jesus 
continued both to do and to teach 
through his disciples. The Acts of the 
Apostles is a somewhat misleading title, 
for most of them are mentioned only 
once and then quickly forgotten. Luke’s 
opening words suggest that he is going 
to describe “‘The Acts and Teachings of 
the Risen Christ.’’ And this brings us 
to a second fact that we must bear 
in mind if we are to understand the 
history of the early church. 


2. The Certainty of the Resurrection 


“In the first book. .I have dealt 
with all that Jesus began to do and 
teach, until the day when he was taken 
up, after he had given commandment 

.to the, apostles. .To them he 
presented himself alive after his passion 
by many proofs.” 
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We have in the New Testament re- 
ferences to ten different appearances of 
the Risen Christ. As we study the rec- 
ord of these various appearances it be- 
comes evident that Jesus’ first purpose, 
or, at least the first result, was to con- 
vince his disciples that he was actually 
alive. And he did convince them, to 
such an extent that nothing thereafter 
could shake them from that belief, ridi- 
cule, or danger, or even death. There 
was a time when enemies of the church 
claimed that the story of the resurrec- 
tion was a gigantic hoax, perpetrated 
by the apostles and foisted by them on 
a credulous group of believers. No re- 
putable scholar holds this theory at the 
present time. Even those who cannot 
themselves accept the fact of the resur- 
rection recognize that the early disci- 
ples were convinced that Jesus was 
alive, that there is, indeed, no other 
possible explanation of the rise and de- 
velopment of the early church. We can- 
not begin to understand the great story 
that Luke is about to unfold unless 
we constantly keep in mind the fact 
that these men were convinced that 
Jesus, with whom they had walked and 
talked in Galilee, was a risen and liv- 
ing Lord. 


3. Jesus’ Instructions Regarding the 
Kingdom of God 


The Kingdom of God meant for Jesus 
the reign of God over individuals and 
over society in this world as well as in 
the world to come; it meant, in addition, 
the blessings of God which men should 
enjoy both here and hereafter to the 
extent that they accepted God’s will for 
their lives. The coming of the King- 
dom had been Jesus’ chief concern dur- 
ing the days of his flesh; it remained 
his chief concern unto the end, for 
Luke tells us that ‘“‘He presented him- 
self alive after his passion by many 
preofs, appearing (to his disciples) dur- 
ing forty days and speaking of the king- 
dom of God.” 

Roman Catholics believe that the 
truths which Jesus taught his disciples 
during the forty days of his resurrected 
life have been preserved by bishops in 
the line of apostolic succession and that 
they are embodied now in the tradi- 
tion of the church (representing the 
oral teaching of Jesus and the apostles 
as distinct from the Scriptures, which 
preserves their written instruction). The 
pope, they claim,-possesses a divine gift 
which enables him to proclaim this truth 
without error when he speaks in his 
official capacity as head of the church. 
Protestants know that there is no such 


gift and that Jesus’ post-resurrection 
teachings have not been transmitted by 
the Catholic tradition. All we know of 
these teachings is that Jesus’ supreme 
concern to the end was with God’s reign 
over the lives of men and with the 
blessings which are available to them 
as'they accept God’s will as he has made 
it known to them. 


4. The Charge Not to Depart from 
Jerusalem 


“And while staying with them he 
charged them not to depart from Jeru- 
salem.” 

The Greek word indicates that it was 
a very solemn charge. He strictly 
charged them. Otherwise they would 
have left Jerusalem for good, at the 
first convenient opportunity. And we 
could hardly blame them, for Jerusalem 
was the home of Jesus’ enemies, power- 
ful and unscrupulous men who had 
“railroaded’” Jesus to his death and 
would stop at nothing to accomplish 
their purpose. Jesus ‘‘charged them not 
to depart from Jerusalem but to wait 

” This must have been one of 
the hardest commands that Jesus ever 
gave the disciples. They had been with 
Jesus, heard his words, seen his mighty 
deeds, stood at the fuvot of the cross 
and then at the empty grave. They 
knew that he was alive, that God had 
made him both Lord and Christ (2:36). 
They had a great story to tell to their 
fellowmen. Yet evidently there was 
something lacking. So Jesus told them 
to wait, not however with folded hands 
but with uplifted hands, not passively, 
but expectantly, to wait “for the prom- 
ise of the Father, which, he said, ‘you 
heard from me, for John baptized with 
water, but before many days you shall 
be baptized with the Holy Spirit.” 


5. The Great Commission 


We have the record, as has been said, 
of ten appearances of the Risen Christ. 
As we study the record of these appear- 
ances it becomes apparent that Jesus’ 
first purpose was to convince his dis- 
ciples that he was really alive; his sec- 
ond purpose, or at least the second result, 
was to make them conscious of their re- 
sponsibility to carry the good news to 
their fellowmen. The Great Commission 
as it is called, came to them on five differ- 
ent occasions in five different forms (re- 
corded once in Matthew, once in Mark, 
once in Luke, once in John, and once 
in the Acts). The last form of the 
Great Commission is the present one. 
It came in answer to a question, “Lord, 
will you at this time restore the king- 
dom to Israel?”’ It seems rather strange 
that the disciples should ask this ques- 
tion after the resurrection and after 
Jesus’ further instruction regarding the 
Kingdom, but we can be grateful that 
it was raised, for it contains three mis- 
taken notions about the Kingdom that 
have continued in one form or another 
to the present day. First, a mistake 
about the recipients of the Kingdom. 
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They tnought it pertained exclusively 
to Israel, that Gentiles could enjoy its 
blessings only as they became members 
of the Chosen Race (as some today 
think it pertains to their denomination, 
or to their particular brand of theo- 
logy). Second, a mistake about the 
time of the Kingdom’s com- 
ing. They thought it would come soon 
in its consummated form, as some have 
continued to do in every great crisis 
of history down to the present time. 
Third, a mistaken notion about the 
agent who should usher in the King- 
dom. They supposed there was nothing 
for them to do, that Christ alone, with- 
out any effcrt on their part, would bring 
it down ready-made from heaven. But 
Jesus quite evidently was thinking of 
the long years when they must bear 
their witness and sow the seed of the 
Kingdom in the hearts of men. 

He said, “It is not for you to know 
times or seasons (the Greek words mean 
not the exact time nor even the gen- 
eral season) which the Father has fixed 
by his own authority.” It is strange 
how often through history Christians 
have disregarded these plain words of 
Jesus and figured that the time was 
near, that Jesus was knocking, it may 
be, at the very door. The one thing 
that Jesus said that he himself did not 
know (Mark 13:32), the one thing that 
he said that we could never know, is 
a thing that some Christians in every 
age are so sure that they do know. 
Such calculations regarding the ‘‘second 
coming” of Christ are futile and tend 
to distract men’s minds from their true 
Christian mission. Perhaps Jesus was 
thinking of this, for he continued: ‘It 
is not for you to know times or sea- 
sons which the Father has fixed by his 
own authority. But you shall receive 
a iY 

As we observed above it is evident 
that the disciples lacked something. It 
wasn’t money, though money would 
have helped; it wasn’t organization, 
though organization was bound to come; 
it wasn’t a fuller knowledge of the 
truth, though their horizons were con- 
stantly expanding. What these men 
lacked is what we know that we also 
lack—that is, power. 

Jesus said, ‘‘You shall receive power 
when the Holy Spirit has come upon 
you.” It is plain from these words 
that whatever else the Holy Spirit may 
mean it means power, not physical 
power, or mental power, or economic 
power, but moral and spiritual power. 
As we read through the book of Acts 
it is plain that the disciples did come 
to possess a new power of this sort: 
power to apprehend God (in their time 
of need they were also conscious of 
his presence) and power to accomplish 
God’s will for their lives (as Paul put 
it: “When I am weak, then am I 
strong; I can do all things in him who 
strengthens me.’’ If Corinthians 11:10; 
Phil. 4:13). And the promise which 
Jesus made to the first disciples is a 
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promise he makes to us (cf. Acts 
2:38-39). 

Jesus said: ‘You shall receive power 
when the Holy Spirit has come upon 
you; and (then) you shall be my wit- 
nesses. .”’ The disciples’ primary 
task was to witness for Jesus. They 
had no economic panacea to offer, 
though hunger was rampant in that 
ancient world; no knowledge of science 
to reveal, though multitudes suffered 
through ignorance of the fundamental 
laws of health; no political thesis to 
maintain, though men’s fundamental 
liberties had been crushed into the 
earth; only a knowledge of Jesus which 
they were expected to share. It was 
as witnesses that the disciples set about 


their mission; as men under compul-- 


sion to declare that which they had seen 
and heard that ultimately they defied 
the highest authorities of church and 
state (4:19-20). 

Jesus said: ‘‘You shall be my wit- 
nesses (first) in Jerusalem. . . .” In 
one of his sermons Dwight L. Moody 
said: 


“T imagine that Peter said, ‘Lord, do 
you really mean that we are to go back 
to Jerusalem and preach the gospel to 
those men that murdered you?’ ‘Yes,’ 
said Christ. ‘Go hunt up that man that 
spat in my face; tell him he may have 
a seat in my kingdom yet. Go find 
that man that made that cruel crown of 
thorns and placed it on my brow and 
tell him I will have a crown ready for 
him when he comes into my kingdom 
and there will be no thorns on it. Hunt 
up that man that took a reed and 
brought it down over the thorns, driv- 
ing them into my brow, and tell him 
I will put a scepter in his hand and 
he shall rule over the nations, if he 
will accept my salvation. Search for 
the man that drove the spear into my 
side and tell him there is a nearer way 
to my heart than that.’ ”’ 


This is an imaginary conversation, 
but it may be close to the facts. At 
any rate it makes it clear that Jeru- 
salem was not the easiest place to be- 
gin. The disciples, all of them except 
Judas, came from Galilee, and Galilee 
had always been more hospitable to 
Jesus’ message than Judea. Jerusalem 
was the home of Jesus’ enemies, the 
place where he had been crucified. It 
was therefore the most difficult place 
to begin, but on that very account the 
most strategic place. If the disciples 
had begun their witness in Galilee, 
skeptics would say, “Jesus was crucified 
in Jerusalem; the story that he arose 
originated in Galilee,’’ and they would 
use that fact to discredit the Gospel. 
How grateful we can be that they bore 
their earliest witness in Jerusalem, 
where was the empty tomb, where the 
whole movement would have collapsed 
like a punctured balloon if only some- 
one had been able to produce the body 
of Christ. The fact that it was not 
produced makes it more evident that 
our faith rests on a firm unshakable 
historical basis. 

Jesus said, ‘“‘You shall be my wit- 
nesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea 


and Samaria (these last two are brack- 
eted together in the Greek, because the 
disciples could not hope to win men to 
a world-wide brotherhood until the 
gospel had demonstrated its power to 
break down the barriers that were 
nearer at home, the centuries’ long bar- 
rier between Jew and Samaritan) and 
to the end of the earth.” In this verse 
we find the theme of Luke’s great work. 
The purpose of his book is to tell us 
how the early disciples began to carry 
out this commission of their Lord. 


6. The Ascension 


In the preface to his book Luke re- 
minds us finally of the ascension. ‘‘When 
he had said this, as they were looking 
on, he was lifted up, and a cloud took 
him out of their sight.” Dr. Bicknell 
reminds us that ‘“‘the outward form of 
the ascension was a condescension to 
human imagination and the ideas of the 
time. The departure was of such a 
kind that the disciples realized that 
they were to expect no more appear- 
ances such as those which they had en- 
joyed during the forty days.” 

But we are not to understand that 
he had finally departed from this earth. 
As David Smith has written: ‘‘When 
he parted from the Eleven on Olivet he 
did not forsake the earth and migrate 
to a distant heaven. He ceased to mani- 
fest himself, but he continued his pres- 
ence, and he has never withdrawn it 
all down the centuries. He is here at 
this hour no otherwise than during 
those forty days after his resurrection; 
and at any moment he might lift the 
veil from our hearts and manifest him- 
self unto us, even as he did to Mary 
and Peter and John.”’ 

This interpretation accords with the 
words of Jesus: “Lo, I am with you 
always.” (Mt. 28:20) And with the 
faith of the early church—the disciples 
“went forth and preached everywhere, 
while the Lord worked with them and 
confirmed the message by the signs that 
attended it.”” (Mk. 16:20) The Gospel, 
Luke tells us, describes the things which 
Jesus began both to do and to teach. 
The Acts, he intimates, tells us the 
things which Jesus continued to do and 
teach in and through his disciples as 
they bore their witness, first in Jeru- 
salem, and then in Judea and Samaria, 
and ultimately unto the ends of the 
earth. 

“We may not climb the heavenly steeps 
To bring the Lord Christ down; 


In vain we search the lowest deeps, 
For him no depths can drown: 


“But warm, sweet, tender, even yet 
A present help is he; 
And faith has still its Olivet, 
And love its Galilee. 
* a oe 
“O Lord and Master of us all, 
Whate’er our name or sign, 
We own Thy sway, we hear Thy call, 
We test our lives by Thine.” 


(Title and Scripture selections copy- 
righted by International Council of Re- 
ligious Education.) 
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BOOK NOTES 


THE PILGRIMAGE OF WESTERN 
MAN. By Stringfellow Barr. Harcourt, 
Brace and Co., New York. 369 pp. 
$4.00. 

This is a grand bit of writing—fine, 
readable prose, always, which at times 
reaches the heights of true eloquence. 
It is most valuable however as history, 
one which does not lose itself or the 
reader in a mass of detail but follows 
the main movements which an informed 
mind should know as he seeks to under- 
stand the predicament of modern man, 
a history which presents clearly and 
simply the great—in the sense of in- 
fluential—ideas which have borne their 
consequences in our present world, a 
history which recognizes that civiliza- 
tion has come close to disaster because 
it has gradually lost its bearings. 

The author begins with a Europe still 
inspired by a vision of the City of God 
and he tells how the vision faded. He 
describes the religious revolution (the 
Reformation), the rise of commerce, of 
science and philosophy, of industry and 
laissez faire capitalism, of nationalism 
and the lust of empire, of the idea of 
inevitable progress and the inevitable 
disillusionment, of fascism, and com- 
munism, of the threat of a third world 
war and the impotence of the United 
Nations. 

What then shall we do to be saved? 
Barr quotes approvingly the answer of 
the eminent historian Arnold Toynbee: 
“In politics, establish a constitutional 
system of world government. In eco- 
nomics, find working compromises . 
between free enterprise and socialism. 
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In the life of the spirit, put the secular 
super-structure back onto religious 
foundations . . .Of the three tasks, the 
religious one is, of course, in the long 
run by far the most important, but the 
other two are the more urgent . 
The political task is the most urgent of 
OF ne ae 

The book ends with an open and un- 
ashamed argument for a true World 
Government. The author does not 
make it clear how that government may 
be assured, but neither does Toynbee 
nor anyone else. 

We have here at any rate the his- 
torical background which one needs as 
he faces the problem of the future. 
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